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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Gambling Act 2005 (“the Act”) received Royal Assent on 7th April 2005.

1.2 The Act has three licensing objectives:-

 Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being 
associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime.

 Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; and
 Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed 

or exploited by gambling.

1.3 Responsibility for the administration of the Act is shared between district 
councils who are licensing authorities and the Gambling Commission.  The 
Gambling Commission is responsible for the issue of operators and personal 
licences and licensing authorities are responsible for licensing gambling 
premises and the issue of permits to authorise other gambling facilities in 
their licensing area.

2.0 STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY

2.1 By Section 349 of the Act the Council must, in respect of each three year 
period, prepare and publish a Statement of Licensing policy in respect of the 
Gambling Act 2005 (“the Policy”) which is a statement of principles it 
proposes to apply in exercising its functions under the Act.  The first Policy 
was published in January 2007.  The Third Policy was published in January 
2013 and this is therefore due to be revised and subsequently published in 
January 2016.

Summary and Recommendation: 
The Council has to prepare and publish a 
Statement of Licensing Policy under the Gambling 
Act 2005 every three years.  The present 
Statement of Licensing Policy commenced on 31st 
January 2013 and therefore needs to be revised 
and published in time for 31st January 2016.  The 
Committee is asked to consider a draft revised 
Statement of Licensing Policy for the Gambling Act 
2005 and to make any amendments and issue the 
draft revised Statement of Licensing Policy for the 
Gambling Act for consultation.



2.2 Before determining the Policy various people must by Section 349(3) of the 
Act be consulted

 The Chief Officer of Police for the Authority’s area
 One or more persons who appear to the Authority to represent the 

interests of persons carrying on gambling businesses in the 
Authority’s area; and

 One or more persons who appear to the Authority to represent the 
interests of persons who are likely to be affected by the exercise of 
the Authority’s functions under this Act.

The views of the above have to be given appropriate weight when the policy 
is being determined

2.3 The Guidance issued by the Gambling Commission and separate Regulations 
specify what the Policy should contain.  A copy of the Council’s draft revised 
Policy is attached as Appendix 1 to this report.  The Policy includes at 
Schedule 4 a scheme of delegation for dealing with licensing matters.

2.4 The draft revised Policy will be issued for consultation and the consultation 
period will be run from 8 September to November 2015.

2.5 A summary of the responses to the consultation will be prepared and 
considered by this committee in November 2015.

2.6 This policy must by law be adopted by full council on 3rd December 2015 and 
then published.  Publication takes place by Public Notice, placing on the 
Council’s website and placing it on deposit for public inspection.

3. RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Committee;
(i) consider the draft revised policy
(ii) agree any amendments thereto and 
(iii) issue the draft revised Policy for consultation.
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